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Education

2014 Ph.D. in Computer science
at the University of Oslo, Norway.

Dissertation: “Structured Probabilistic Modelling for Dialogue Management”

2008 M.Sc. in Language Science & Technology
at the University of Saarland, Saarbrücken, Germany.

Specialisation: Computational Linguistics

2006 B.Sc and M.Sc (ingénieur civil) in Computer Science
at the University of Louvain, Belgium.

Specialisation: Artificial Intelligence / Machine Learning

2006 Minor degree and 1st year of the M.A in Linguistics
at the University of Louvain, Belgium.

Work experience

2016-present Chief Research Scientist
(Senior Research Scientist from 2016 to 2023)
Norsk Regnesentral

Research on natural language processing and machine learning. Project leader
for two RCN1 projects: CLEANUP (Machine Learning for the Anonymi-
sation of Unstructured Personal Data) and GraphDial (Graph-based Neural
Models for Dialogue Management). Project Investigator in CyberRisk (semi-
automatization of digital risk management) an applied research project in col-
laboration with Mnemonic AS. Participation in NorwAI (Norwegian Research
Center for AI Innovation), ENFIELD (EU project on trustworthy and green
AI), BigInsight (statistics for the knowledge economy), along with smaller
R&D projects in collaboration with industrial or public sector partners.

2019-present Associate Professor (part-time)
Department of Informatics, University of Oslo

Part-time (20 %) teaching position at the university, involved in lecturing two
courses and supervising master students in language technology.

2014-2016 Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Department of Informatics, University of Oslo

Postdoctoral position funded by the Norwegian Research Council on “Dialogue
Modelling for Statistical Machine Translation”. Visiting Researcher at IDIAP
(Swiss Federal Institute for Technology) in 2014.

2011-2014 PhD Research Fellow
Department of Informatics, University of Oslo

1Research Council of Norway



Research on spoken dialogue systems, and specifically probabilistic models
for dialogue management. Doctoral dissertation defended in February 2014.
Thesis supervisors: Stephan Oepen, Erik Velldal and Geert-Jan M. Kruijff.

2008-2010 Researcher
German Research Centre for Artificial Intelligence (DFKI)

Research in human–robot interaction and spoken dialogue systems in two large
EU-funded projects: CogX (2008-2012) and ALIZ-E (2010-2014).

2006-2008 Research assistant at DFKI, working on EU projects.

Awards & Funding

2018-2022 Elected Member of the Young Academy of Norway

2020 “Graph-based Neural Models for Dialogue Management” funded by the Re-
search Council of Norway (FRIPRO Young Research Talents).

2020 “Machine Learning for the Anonymisation of Unstructured Personal Data”
funded by the Research Council of Norway (IKTPLUSS).

2019 Collaboration project “French–Norwegian Research Effort on Applied Dia-
logue Modelling” funded by the Research Council of Norway (AURORA).

2017 Phase 1 of research project “Speech Analytics for Emergency Response Ser-
vices” funded by the Research Council of Norway (IKTPLUSS).

2015 Runner-up, E. W. Beth Dissertation Prize.

2014-2017 Postdoctoral project on “Dialogue Modelling for Statistical Machine Transla-
tion” funded by the Research Council of Norway (FRIPRO).

Supervision

PhD Main supervisor for 3 PhD Research Fellows: Anthi Papadopoulou (UiO, to-
gether with Lilja Øvrelid & Ildikó Pilán), Nicholas Walker (NR+UiO, with
Stefan Ultes) and Lucas Charpentier (UiO, with Nils Gruschka).

Co-supervisor for 2 PhD Research Fellows: Syed Zohaib Hassan (Simula, to-
gether with Michael Riegler, P̊al Halvorsen and Saeed Shafiee Sabet) and
Anders Høst (Simula, with Leon Moonen).

Master Supervision of master theses at UiO (8 finished).

Teaching activities

2019-present Co-teacher for the bachelor course “Spr̊akteknologiske metoder” and the mas-
ter course “Natural Language Processing” at the University of Oslo.

2012 & 2014 Co-teacher for the master courses “Language Technology Applications” and
“Search Technology” at the University of Oslo.

2009-2010 Lecturer for the master courses “Computational linguistics” (coordinator) and
“Foundations of language science and technology” at the Univ. of Saarland.



Participation in committees

Program chairs Senior Area Chair for ACL Rolling Review, Dec. 2022 & Feb. 2023.
Senior Area Chair for EACL 2024 (speech and multimodality track).

Reviewing ARR, ACL, EACL, NAACL-HLT, EMNLP, IJCNLP, ICASSP, IJCAI, ICRA,
(non-exhaustive) COLING, LREC, Interspeech, SIGDIAL, AAMAS, ACM Tiis, HRI.

Technical Skills

Programming Long programming experience in Python and Java. Familiarity with C/C++,
PHP, Javascript, SQL, Perl, Prolog, Mozart/Oz, Shell, Matlab, R.

Specialisations Artificial Intelligence: Deep learning, machine learning, probabilistic mod-
elling and inference, weak supervision, knowledge representation, search, plan-
ning, neuro-symbolic methods, human–robot interaction.

Language technology: Neural language models, machine learning for NLP,
computational semantics, dialogue systems, information retrieval, machine
translation, parsing algorithms, speech recognition & synthesis.

Foundations Algorithm design & analysis, formal languages, computer networks, signal
processing, databases and information systems, interaction design, software
engineering, agile development, high-performance computing.

Dissemination and public outreach

See website for scientific talks, posters and public outreach activities.

Miscellaneous

Language skills English (fluent), Norwegian (fluent), German (passive), Dutch (passive),
French (native).
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